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Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

These are words that you will hear in a few minutes, as you receive your ashes. These ashes represents the outward sign of who we all are-dust. God created us from dust, and we shall all return, one day, back to dust.

Paul writes in his letter to the Roman's, that there is nothing in all creation, that will be able to separate us from the love of God, through Christ Jesus, not even death.

Unfortunately, we, ourselves, are the only ones that can separate us from God's love. God's love is always there for us, all we have to do is accept it. Jesus tells us each day, that I will always be with you. Again, it is up to us to accept Jesus' hand.

We read in Exodus, how the Israelites wandered around in the wilderness for forty years, because they choose to separate themselves from God's love. God's love was always there for them, but they choose, at different times, not to accept it. They choose to go it alone. What they did find when they did chose to accept God's love, was that God was a forgiving God, and that God had never left them.

In Matthew's Gospel, we read that immediately after Jesus was baptized, the spirit led Jesus into the wilderness, but Mark's Gospel puts it a little stronger when it says, Jesus  was driven by the Spirit out into the wilderness, for forty days and forty nights. During that time, Jesus was tempted by the devil. At the end of those forty days, God sent angels down to wait on Jesus.

In Luke's Gospel, we hear a slightly different version. After Jesus was baptized, Jesus being filled with the Spirit, was led into the wilderness by that same Spirit, for forty days and forty nights. During that time, Jesus was again, tempted by the devil. At the end of those forty days, we, read that God did not send angels down to take care of Jesus, but we read, that the devil departed from him until an opportune time.
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How we live our lives from the time that we are first formed from that dust, until we return back to that dust, is completely up to us. We are totally on our own, but we do not have to go it alone, if we choose.

God sends angels down to wait on us each day, as well. Also the devil tries to tempt us, each day as well. It is up to us to choose which one to follow.

We are all called by our Baptism, to persevere in resisting evil, and whenever we fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord.

Today, as we receive our ashes, we will begin our own personal journey, into our own personal wilderness. It is an empty place without the face that we put on for others. It is an isolated place where we sit with ourselves. We are just who we are, nothing more and nothing less-dust. The ancient Christian desert mothers and fathers talked of this place as being alone with, The Alone One.

These next forty days and nights, we will enter into a period of our own personal reflections. What, if any, is separating us from God's Love?

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consumes and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

What treasures have we stored up, and where is our heart? Is our heart on earthly things or things from above? Have we allowed ourselves the opportunity for the evil one to enter in or have we allowed ourselves to be waited on by God's angels?

In today's first reading, we hear through the prophet Joel, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning, rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord, your God for he is gracious and merciful.”

Today, we enter into the season of Lent. A time where we prepare ourselves, through prayer and self-examination and repentance to receive God's greatest gift of all times, his only begotten Son. 

A time where we prepare ourselves the opportunity to return back to God's Love, by doing some sort of penance, by giving and/or by giving up something.

As we prepare to enter into our own personal wilderness, let us take the time to examine and reflect on why we are doing a particular penance. Is it because we've always done 
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the same thing every year, such as, giving up sweets or not watching television? If so, what are we getting out of it?

Is this particular penance helping us to return back to God? Are we finding ourselves being drawn closer to God? If not, then why are we doing the same thing each year?

Are we willing to do our particular penance differently, during this season of Lent? Are we willing to travel completely threw our own personal wilderness, this time? Or are we                                                          

still willing to take the easy way, and go around it? What is truly preventing us from completely returning to God?

In John's Gospel, we read the following,

“In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it was not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you will be also.”

Jesus has prepared a place for us. During this season of Lent, let us prepare a place for Jesus in our hearts. 

During this season of Lent, let us all, enter together, into Jesus' Death, so that at the end of these next forty days and forty nights, we will be able to come out, of our own personal wilderness, singing, “ALLELUIA!”as we all, enter together, into Jesus' Resurrection, on Easter Morning.

