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Pilgrimage Special  

July and August have been wonderful months when Pilgrims visited their link parishes. We re-
ceived 27 visitors from the Diocese of New York as well as 3 from the UK. 
 
I would like to express my gratitude for the time we spent together; truly as brothers and sisters 
of One God, One Faith and One spirit. It was an experience we have never had before.  Mo-
ments of laughter, sharing and rejoicing in Christ. Moreover, I was encouraged when the time 
came for the round table. It was a time of trying to focus on the future of CK and the sustainability 
of the program. Finally we agreed that it is something we must all continue to think through and 
work together on. May God bless all the thinking for the future of the Carpenterôs Kids program.  
The Rev. Noah Masima, Program Director 

The Carpenterôs Kids program receives many visitors throughout the year. This year has 
been no exception as weôve had visitors every month since early April. However, July 
and August have been the busiest months so far with 30 pilgrims making the journey to 
Dodoma and visiting 22 parishes in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika (DCT). 
In July, we had our first ñSuper Transatlantic Pilgrimageò with nine pilgrims from New 
York and three from the United Kingdom. The July pilgrims visited  the following DCT 
parishes: Chadulu, Illindi, Mbalawala, Membe, Chamwino Ikulu, Lufuto, Mita, Mayamaya, 
Kigwe, and Nala.  
In August, we welcomed eighteen pilgrims, all from the Episcopal Diocese of New York. 
Six of the eighteen pilgrims were returning for their second, third or fourth visit! We really 
appreciated their advice for first-time pilgrims and their obvious enthusiasm for The Car-
penterôs Kids program. The August pilgrims visited twelve DCT Villages: Ntyuka, Swaswa, 
Zejele, Chali Isangha, Nhinhi, Manyhali, Itiso, Lamaiti, Mvumi Muungano, Iringa Mvumi, 
Hombolo Makulu and Mvumi Makulu. 

In addition to visiting their link parishes, all of the July and August pilgrims toured three local schools: Holy Trinity Primary School (DCT), 
Jubilee High School (DCT) and Ntyuka Primary School (Government School). The conditions at the under-resourced schools were chal-
lenging to witness, particularly the government school. The sight of 200 third graders 
crowded into one classroom and all sitting on the floor at Ntyuka Primary School 
was startling to say the least. Many of the pilgrims wondered how the children were 
able to study and learn in such conditions, but unfortunately the children do not have 
another option. 
Other pilgrimage activities included several Swahili classes, a visit to the Mackay 
House (including a visit to our small Carpenters Kids office!), a tour of Msalato Theo-
logical College, a safari in Mikumi National Park, and a visit to the Mwege Carverôs 
Market in Dar es Salaam. The pilgrims were particularly pleased to visit Leone LôAfri-
cano, a new Italian restaurant in Dodoma which serves pizzas cooked in wood-fired 
ovens ï a nice break from the food at the Dodoma Hotel. 
 
Pilgrimages are a very busy but enriching time for everyone on The Carpenterôs Kids 
staff. It is a chance for us to see villages and the people of Tanzania with fresh eyes 
and renewed energy. Pilgrimages are special because we see a physical manifesta-
tion of the mission of The Carpenterôs Kids ï to build relationships between the parishes in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika and par-
ishes around the world to improve the lives of the most vulnerable children in DCT. 
 

If you would like to make a pilgrimage to Tanzania please contact your dioceseôs Carpenterôs Kids coordinator, we would be thrilled to wel-

come you to the Diocese of Central Tanganyika. Karibu Sana! (You are very welcome) 

July Pilgrims at Bishop Mhogoloõs 

farewell dinner for our visitors.  

August Pilgrims at Bishop Mhogoloõs 

farewell dinner for our visitors  



Pilgrimsõ Visit to Chamwino Ikulu on the July Pilgrimage 

The ôUK 3õ Joins July Pilgrimage   
 
It was good to welcome Pam Stone, Fran Jenkins and John Teare as members of the July Pilgrimage. Collectively known as ñthe UK 3ò, 
they were the first UK supporters to join a Carpenterôs Kids Pilgrimage. For the last 4 
years, Eastney Methodist Church and Evesham Methodist Church in England have 
been actively supporting the Carpenterôs Kids. In particular these Churches have pro-
vided funds for Emergency Healthcare for Carpenterôs Kids children who been injured, 
or have become very sick, or have needed corrective surgery. There is an increasing 
need for such assistance, as the numbers of Carpenterôs Kids steadily grows, and the 
Program was able to publicly acknowledge this very important contribution to the Car-
penterôs Kids work. Their Churches had raised funds to enable some excellent sweat 
shirts to be presented to the members of the Carpenterôs Kids Parish Committees in 
Mbalawala, Chamwino Ikulu and Mayamaya, to signal the key role of the Parish Com-
mittees in successfully running the Program in their villages. Pam and Fran are from 
Eastney in Portsmouth, and they also brought a most generous additional donation for 
this very important Emergency Healthcare work. It was great to have you with us! 

DCT Business advisor Brian Atkins, the 

ôUK 3õ - John Teare, Pam Stone, Fran Jen-

kins - and their fellow countryman, the 

mighty Land Rover  

Unprecedented scenes greeted the Pilgrims who visited Chamwino Ikulu for the Carpenterôs Kids ceremony to wel-
come 50 of the most vulnerable children in the Parish into the Program. 
 
Chamwino Ikulu is linked with St Johnôs Church, Larchmont. It was fitting that the Ceremony was attended by the US 
Pilgrims. They were joined by 3 Pilgrims from England, and the welcome provided by the parish members of Cham-
wino Ikulu was stunning.  Over 1000 men, women and children thronged the road as we approached. Dancing, cries 
of ñKaribuniò, vigorous handshakes all round, and a cacophony of noise. The local school band was there to beat out 
a brisk and ear splitting rhythm, and the Womenôs Fellowship choir and drums were also part of the welcoming party. 
The Womenôs Fellowship in the Diocese is called UWAKI, which means a Fellowship of all the Women ï mothers, 
grandmothers, widows, unmarried women, - all are included. It is the strongest department in the Diocese and every-
where we go the UWAKI Choirs ï sometimes there are two or three such choirs 

in a village, - are there to greet us. We walked almost half a mile down the road, 
swept along in this sea of smiling faces, children and adults walking, running, 

dancing, or just jumping with joy. The atmosphere of celebration was apparent from the outset, and when 
we reached the Church, and were welcomed by the Parishôs Carpenterôs Kids Committee, children were 
climbing up into the trees to get a better view.  
 
Eventually we made it into the shade and haven of the Church, - hundreds crowded inside. Just as many 
were outside. Welcoming speeches, speeches of thanks, the introduction of the Carpenterôs Kids Parish 
Committee, and some stunning singing and dancing. Songs, composed specially for the occasion, were 
sung, thanking the ñMericaniò for their generosity and thanking God for the wonder that is the Carpenterôs 
Kids Program. Eventually each member of the Carpenterôs Kids Parish Committee was introduced. The 
Chairman and 14 other members. Amongst the Parish Carpenterôs Kids Committee were the 2 Mama Lishes, who will prepare and serve the 
Carpenterôs Kids breakfasts on each school day. Also the 2 Communications Coordinators, who will be responsible for sending their parish 
Carpenterôs Kids news each month to their link parish in Larchmont. And they will hope to hear regularly from the Communications Coordina-
tors in Larchmont. 
 

The Youth Choir and Dance group drew great applause for their energetic dancing and singing. Led by an ac-
complished organist on the electronic keyboard, they gave two most impressive performances. The UWAKI 
Choirs, so prominent when we first arrived, also sang their greetings and thanks. Special efforts have been made 
by all the Pilgrims to recognise the Parish Committee members, for they play a key part in ensuring the success 
of the Program. Gifts for each member included a T-shirt with the words ñCarpenterôs Kids Parish Committee 
Memberò, prominently printed on the front. The Mama Lishes were also especially recognised, for they will be 
providing the breakfast of a mug of Uji (sweet nutritious porridge) each day.  
 
It was a rousing occasion, with prayers and songs, dancing and laughter. The 50 Carpenterôs Kids sat patiently 
through the 3 hour Celebration. When they had each received their uniform, shoes, school materials, socks and 
soap, 2 mosquito nets (one for the use of the Carpenterôs Kid and one for his / her parent / guardian), they could 
then go and change. They returned resplendent in their new uniforms and shoes. New life, new hope and new 
opportunity for each of them. Truly this is a resurrection program!    

Christina Hing boogy-

ing with the womenõs 

performance group  

(L-R) Marsha, Nikki, Fran-

ces, Pam, Robin, Eliza, 

Christina, Brian & John  

The welcoming 

parade  



Pilgrimsõ Visit to Mayamaya on the July Pilgrimage 

Ntyuka Sunday Service  

On Sunday 16 August, our pilgrims had a very early start! With 18 pilgrims from the Episcopal Diocese of New York 
visiting, we split into four groups and attended church in four different parishesï Ntyuka, Chadulu, Swaswa, and the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Three of the groups left the New Dodoma Hotel at 6:40am because the morning services 
started bright and early at 7:00am. Donald Bookal and Francilla Moore, from St. Lukeôs Church in the Bronx, attended 
the morning service at Ntyuka parish, which is about 10 kilometers outside of Dodoma. Ntyuka is one of three DCT 
parishes linked with St. Lukeôs and it is a very familiar place for both Donald and Francilla.  On Friday 14 August they, 
along with several of their fellow pilgrims, visited the parish and participated in a distribution of uniforms, shoes and 

school supplies. Both Donald and Francilla have visited Ntyuka before and their strong relationship with the Carpenterôs Kids and parishioners was 
evident from the moment we arrived. As Donald described, it felt like we were attending our home church.  
We were warmly welcomed by the church elders and womenôs choir and we enjoyed the view of the sun rising over the village as we waited for the 
service to begin. Rev. Alpha, the parish priest, gave a brief prayer in Swahili just before we processed into the church, accompanied by the retired 
priest.  We were given seats of honour near the altar - visitors are asked to sit here as a sign of respect and thanks for their coming.  After we intro-
duced ourselves, Francilla began the service with a reading from the Gospel. Rev. Alpha then preached a sermon 
on love and Donald followed up on that with some words of his own. During his sermon, he asked us to turn to our 
neighbours and say ñGod loves you and so do I.ò Definitely an appropriate phrase for The Carpenterôs Kids!  

After the service we were invited to Rev. Alphaôs house for tea. His wife had prepared chapati (a fried bread that is 

similar to a tortilla) and chai (sweet milky tea). The milk in the tea was from the cow which St. Lukeôs had purchased 

for Ntyuka through the Holy Cow program. During the week, the milk is added to the Uji (porridge) which the Car-

penterôs Kids eat at school. Attending church in Ntyuka was a wonderful experience. We were truly thankful for the 

opportunity to worship with our Tanzanian brothers and sisters. Asante sana watu wa Ntyuka! (Thank you very 

much to the people of Ntyuka!) 
Donald and Francilla with 

Nthyukaõs Parish elders 

Mayamaya is a one hour drive over an unmade road going north from Dodoma. The journey out and back was uncompromising, and it was no sur-
prise that one of the Carpenterôs Kids Land Cruisers suffered a breakdown and a puncture. This is tough terrain. Our vehicles take a pounding on such 
roads, despite the professionalism of our drivers. The Carpenterôs Kids back up Land Cruiser came to our aid. 
 The welcome by the villagers of Mayamaya was enthusiastic, noisy, joyful and well planned. Choirs, 
drums, dancers, and an escort by the 58 Carpenterôs Kids left the Pilgrims in no doubt that Mayamaya was pleased 
to receive us. They were delighted to welcome Christina Hing as the representative of the Good Shepherd Church 
which is the US link parish. The Parish Church has been well built. It was a comfortable place for us all to meet. Two 
UWAKI Choirs led the rhythmic singing and dancing, while a Youth Group entertained us with an energetic dance 
routine. The Carpenterôs Kids Parish Committee were clearly in charge of our Program and it was good to be able to 
acknowledge their leadership with gifts of sweat shirts with ñCarpenterôs Kids Committee Memberò embroidered 
prominently on the front. There is one Mama Lishe and one Baba Lishe. Both are clearly committed to the welfare of 
the Carpenterôs Kids. The Carpenterôs Kids Parish Committee and the enthusiastic Priest have set a very positive 

tone for the Program in this village. Even the road to the Church had been staked 
out with improvised poles and bunting. Christina was able to welcome 8 new Carpenterôs Kids to the Program and 
to present them with their pristine new uniforms, shoes, school materials and Mosquito Nets. Whilst the first 50 Car-
penterôs Kids had already received their new uniforms on a previous occasion, now all the Carpenterôs Kids re-
ceived socks and soap. After all the presentations had been made, we set out to see the local Government Primary 
School. This is where the Carpenterôs Kids attend. It was in poor shape. Some classrooms were in desperate need 
of rehabilitation. It provides the younger children with a very mediocre learning environment. But the immediate 
priority for this village is food security. Famine is stalking the land, and Mayamaya is going to be in dire straits. We 
visited a Carpenterôs Kid who is looked after by his elderly Grandfather. The boyôs Mum and Dad have died of HIV. 

We were told that his Grandfather was his only family relative. The house was spartan, - virtually empty. Little food 
was in evidence. The Pilgrims were stunned by the stark reality. In sombre mood 
the party went on to the home of a Committee member. There we were shown a 
deep, muddy pit, with brown water at the bottom. It is treacherous to draw water 

from such a pit and elsewhere a Carpenterôs Kid has drowned after falling down into the water. This was their water 
supply. How can they live with such a primitive and unclean source of water? This is light years away from the 
clean running water of New York. We also saw the site where a Dispensary is planned. At present Mayamaya has 
no such facility. The Pilgrims saw the harsh realities of village life out in the bush.  Yet we all attested to the one-
ness of our life in Christ. We are all brothers and sisters. We pray for one another and we share with one another 
our witness to the Lord. Christina said that though she and the Pilgrims had brought gifts, Mayamaya had blessed 
us far more through its welcome, its warmth and its celebration. It was a remarkable and memorable visit.  Now the 
parishes will correspond with one another, through the Communications Coordinators, to deepen the bond which 
has so clearly been established. 

The UWAKI Womenõs 

Choir in full swing  

Christina being presented 

with a zawadi (gift) by the 

committee members in 

their new sweat shirts  

Chrisitna being present 

with a zawadi of a 

chicken  



Pilgrims Visit Chali Isangha During August Pilgrimage  

Hope  

The Carpenterôs Kids program has been supporting orphans and vulnerable children in the Diocese of Central Tanganyika since the first parish joined the 
program in May 2006.  As the program has grown, we have been blessed to have the opportunity to expand our support beyond providing school uniforms, 
shoes, school supplies and breakfast on school days to also include two long-lasting insecticide-treated mosquito nets (for the child and his/her guardian) 
and, if the link parish is able, a yearôs worth of socks and soap for each child in the program. Thanks to generous friends of the program, we now also have an 
emergency health care program and a secondary education fund. While these things are all easy to quantify, the impact of The Carpenterôs Kids program 
goes well beyond education, health care and nutritional support. An interview with Senior Program Administrator and Education Coordinator Noel Chomola 
reveals more about the life-giving changes brought about by The Carpenterôs Kids Program.  
 
Q: When you return to a parish, one or two years after it entered the program, what kind of changes do you notice in the children? 
 
A: The confidence in their faces and the hope in their spirit.  This compared to previous times when you see that the kids are shy and not talking, uncertain of 
the situation and unsure of themselves. There have been other programs operating in DCT villages that are of a similar nature to CK which have failed to 
continue. The kids see us and are skeptical, they think we are the same as what they have seen before - just with a different name. These programs generally 
use the children for their own purposes; say for research purposes or to further their own organization in terms of advertisement. When the children see that 
we have returned [for the second distribution] you can see that they have more confidence in us. I see the children as having more hope, they laugh and sing, 
walk more confidently and even take the initiative to help us unload the car. It is obvious to me that they have the hope of a future.  
Before entering a new CK village I normally pray for the children and when I return to the village after the first year I thank God for the hope seen in their 
faces.  
Before implementation, the kind of life they have is hand-to-mouth, they see their future as unknown or dark. [At the first distribution], when you ask a child 
what they want to become there is no answer.  After a year of the CK program in a village the child will answer more confidently and say ñI want to become a 
teacher or doctor or even the president.ò He or she may not know who the president is or what exactly he does, but the child can see someone with huge 
responsibility and think óI can do thatô.  
I can also see that the children are excelling in school.  An example I can think of now is of a child in Isangha.  He was amongst the lowest in his class, after 
becoming a CK he gained confidence in the knowledge that somebody cared about him. He worked so hard that he became 
7th in his class.  He gained the respect of his teachers and was a positive example to his peers. 
 
Q: Do you see changes in the village which are the result of the Carpenterôs Kids program? 
 
A: Church numbers are increasing. I have seen an improvement in interfaith relations. Because of a common interest in CK 
you can see Christians and Muslims interacting with each other more so than before. Muslims are attending church more and 
more and are members of CK committees. The CK program makes it easier for people to understand what the church is. 
People can see the hand of God working through the CK program.  

Chali Isangha is one of three parishes linked with the Parish of Christ the Redeemer in Pelham, NY and is located 
approximately two and a half hours away from Dodoma. We definitely felt every minute! The roads in the Diocese of 
Central Tanganyika leave a great deal to be desired, some consider the ride to Chali Isangha to be a free deep-
muscle massage Tanzanian style, while others compare the journey to that of being in a tumble dryer. Weôre sure 
youôd get some interesting descriptions if you were to ask the pilgrims who visited Chali Isangha about the trip to 
and from the parish! About one mile from our destination we were greeted by a large crowd which grew larger by 
the minute. The singing and dancing gave the pilgrims an irresistible urge to get out of the Cruiser and do the same 
themselves. By the time we reached the parish church, each of us had been dressed in kangas and/or shukas - 
one of many ways the people of Chali Isangha helped us to feel at home.  
The parishôs womenôs choir sang as we arrived at the distribution site, and we were treated to two songs from the 
Chali Isangha Carpenterôs Kids as we waited for the distribution to begin. Everyone at Chali Isangha was thrilled to 
welcome all of the pilgrims, but they were especially excited to meet the representatives from their link parish, 

Emily Langworthy and Oliver Langworthy. The distribution was special for The Carpenterôs Kids staff as well. Last year we held the first distribution in Chali 
Isangha during the 2008 August pilgrimage, but the parish hadnôt been linked with a partner parish. We were glad to be present when the people of Chali 
Isangha met their New York partners for the first time. The second annual distribution of school uniforms, school supplies, socks, shoes and soap took place 
and Emily and Oliver also gave the Carpenterôs Kids some specially-printed Carpenterôs Kids t-shirts. A particularly touching moment occurred when Oliver, a 
theology student at St. Andrewôs in Scotland who hopes to be ordained in the next few years, presented a vestment to Chali Isangha priest, the Rev. Alexan-
der Maloda.  
Following the distribution, the pilgrims visited the home of one of the Carpenterôs Kids. The visit gave us a glimpse of a 
very sobering reality. Living with her aging grandmother, the little girlôs house was smaller than most American garages. 
With one room acting as a living room, dining room and kitchen, we could see carbon deposits on the walls and ceiling 
from their small charcoal burner. While the burner is essential to daily life - it can be used to sterilize water, cook food to a 
safe bacteria-killing temperature and heat the house in the winter ï using it in an enclosed space can cause respiratory 
illness. A quick look into the only bedroom in the stick and mud clay house revealed sparse floor covers that acted as 
beds. We were glad to see the two mosquito nets which were given to the child during the 2008 distribution hanging from 
the ceiling.  
The highlight of the day was seeing the excitement, hope, and joy on the Carpenterôs Kids faces and watching them inter-
act with all of the pilgrims, especially their new friends Emily and Oliver. 

Donald (seated), Oliver, 

Emily, Grace, Cheryl & Ann in 

their new village outfits  



The coming month...  Prayer points  

DCT Business Advisor Brian Atkins will be 
returning to Dodoma to continue work 

Nala Library is scheduled for an official open-
ing 

Suzanne Johnson is coming with a group of 
people to continue to bless the people of Mwiti-
kira and will escort Father Erasto (the Priest of 
Mwitikira) and his wife to the Diocese of Vir-
ginia for a visit. 

Carpenterôs Kids Heath Education Program 
(CK/CHEP) will be conducting a baseline 

study. 

 

 

CONTACT US  
 

The Carpenterõs Kids 
Room 36, Floor 2 
Mackay House 
P.O. Box 15  

Dodoma, Tanzania 
 East Africa 

 
admin@thecarpenterskids.org 

 

 

Pray for CK staff member Elizabeth Boe as 
she spends 2.5 months in the US to visit family 
and promote CK before returning to Dodoma.  

 
Pray that Brian Atkins has a safe Journey to 
Dodoma 

 
Pray that Suzanne Johnson and crew have a 
safe trip to Dodoma and Father Erasto has a 
safe and smooth trip to the US. 

 
Pray for the continued growth of The Carpen-
terôs Kids program as we welcome new friends 
and parishes to the CK family. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: John Joseph, Program Driver  

 

July & August Pilgrimage Gallery  

John Joseph has been supporting The Carpenterôs Kids team for 3 years.  He is a professional self-
employed driver who has committed himself to the work of our program.  Johnôs work goes well be-
yond driving the team to parishes for distributions and supporting pilgrimages. He plays a vital role in 
the organization, management, and distribution of uniforms, shoes, school supplies, socks, and soap. 
Johnôs playful personality and broad smile helps make the long journeys to parishes each Saturday 
more enjoyable. We also laugh a lot in the office! 
John Joseph belongs to the Mhaya tribe and is originally from the 
Kagera region of Tanzania ï in north western Tanzania, border-
ing Rwanda. He moved to Dodoma in 1994. John is married to 
Dina and they have two children ï Jackson, who is nine years 
old, and Regina, who is six years old.  In his free time John likes 

to listen to choirs of many different types, play with his children, watch movies with his wife, and 
raise goats, chickens, and vegetables. Johnôs favourite meal is beef with cooking banana (similar to 
plantain). John Joseph has recently been offered and has accepted a fulltime contract with The Car-
penterôs Kids program. We are very excited to have him as a permanent fulltime member of our 
team. Asante na karibu sana Mahikwi! Thank you and welcome Pumpkin! (John Josephôs nick-
name).  

John Joseph showing his 

playful side  

John Joseph displaying his 

famous broad smile  


