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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, friends and all well-wishers of the Carpenterôs Kids, I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all of your efforts in supporting us. I would also like to apologize for the delay in 
sending you a newsletter in a timely manner as we usually do.  I also want to tell you a little about what has 
been happening with us here in Dodoma and what you have to look forward to in this newsletter. 
 

Our feature article is on the food shortage. This is approaching hard and fast.  As you know, the Carpenterôs 
Kids are the most vulnerable people in our parishes and they will be the first people to suffer in these times. 
Please pray for us and if you have any thoughts which you think would help us overcome this problem please 
do not hesitate to let us know. We want to serve our kids to the best of our ability.   

I wish you all the best, 

The Rev. Noah Masima, Program Director 

 
Food Shortage Affects DCT Parishes  

As many of you may have read in the parish-to-parish V-Bulletin posts, many villages within 
the Diocese of Central Tanganyika are facing widespread famine due to a shortage of food 
this year.  This food shortage is largely due to an extremely dry ñrainy seasonò. Most of the 
people within the Diocese are subsistence farmers and rely heavily on rain for their exis-
tence.  Normally the rainy season begins at the end of November and continues until the end 
of April. This rainy season, the rain came as expected at the end of November, but unfortu-
nately it disappeared almost as quickly as it arrived.  As usual, people started to plant seeds 
in their shambas (farms) when the rain appeared, 
however the seeds failed to germinate due to the 
lack of rainfall. When the rain reappeared at the end 
of February, people took hope and planted their 

seeds again, but just as before the rain did not last.  Seeds failed to germinate and the crops 
that managed to grow quickly wilted away in the dry soil.  Famine of this kind usually hits a 
small area, meaning people in the affected area can migrate to other areas for work. What 
makes this situation of great concern is that it has affected the whole Dodoma region. The Car-
penterôs Kids Program Director, the Rev. Noah Masima, shares his opinion on the food short-
age, ñFamine is big now, it is the worst I have ever seen. People will be out there starving very 
soon. For some it is right now. But imagine what it will be like for the Carpenterôs Kids, the 
poorest of the poor. Education is important, but how can they get education without food?ò 
Many people in the parishes of the DCT are attempting to survive on one small meal a day and the situation will worsen as food prices 
rise and food stocks decrease. Here is how one Parish Communications Coordinator put it in a recent message sent via V-Bulletin.  

 
ñThe famine is a name which is easy to say but oh what a very frightening name and a 
very fearsome man eater. Once laughter filled the households but when famine enters it 
has turned the laughter to pain.ò 
 

It costs 25cents per person per meal.  To feed 250 elderly  or infirm parishioners, and 250 

children one meal a day for 1 month will cost USD $3,750. The next Harvest is 8 months 

away. It is truly scary. We ask that you please pray for the people struggling in this situa-

tion. If you would like to contribute to the DCT famine relief efforts, please contact your 

diocesan office or feel free to contact us here at the CK head office in Dodoma: 

admin@thecarpenterskids.org 

mailto:admin@thecarpenterskids.org


 

Spotlight on CCBRT  

Kiswahili, the Language of East Africa  
 
 
 

 
Kiswahili, generally referred to as Swahili, is Tanzaniaôs official language. It is the medium of instruction in 
the vast majority of Tanzanian Primary Schools. So children spend their first eight years in school 
(Reception plus classes Standard 1 to Standard 7) being taught in Swahili. It is a small minority of schools 
which are English Medium Schools. Swahili is the language which Tanzanians speak first and foremost. Its 
vocabulary has grown over the past five centuries, and today 35% of Swahiliôs vocabulary derives from the 
Arabic language. German, Portuguese, Indian, English and French words have also been incorporated into 
its vocabulary through usage over time. With 80% of Tanzanians living in rural areas, the primary tongue is 
Swahili, with many local languages and dialects also featuring prominently. (It is a minority (possibly 30%) 
who today speak English, though this is a growing number as all 
secondary education is in English. It is immensely demanding for 
children who make the transition into secondary school, and then 

find that they must master English in order to further their studies).   
 

Tanzanians speak the purest form of Swahili. It is also spoken in Kenya and Uganda. Tanzania is proud 
of its Swahili language. Julius Nyerere, the countryôs first President (1961), made the comprehensive use 
of Swahili a cornerstone of his highly successful efforts to unite the people of Tanzania.  Nyerere saw 
that, while there were different tribes in Tanzania -all with their own languages, - he could unite the peo-
ple of Tanzania by insisting that everyone spoke the same language.  
 

The expatriate staff at the Carpenterôs Kids realize the importance of Swahili to Tanzanians and the im-
portance of being able to communicate effectively while in 
Tanzania. So Elizabeth Boe, Callum Thirkell and Scott 
Wheeler recently attended language school training at Riv-
erside Campsite in Iringa ( 9 hours bus ride south of Dodoma.)  Elizabeth stayed for three weeks. 
Callum and Scott were there for two.  They undertook intensive training from 8am until 1pm Monday 
through Friday, with three hours homework each afternoon. Iringa proved to be a great place to study 
with very effective and interactive teachers.  Dodoma is high up on a plateau and is dry and hot. A T-
shirt or a short sleeved top, plus light trousers or skirts are usually sufficient.  In Iringa, it is colder and 
jeans and a polar fleece were required.  
 

Apart from the language, the Team learnt more about Tanzanian culture and even learned how to 
cook some local Tanzanian dishes. They are now better equipped to interact with people in the Par-
ishes as well as with their Tanzanian Carpenterôs Kids colleagues.  

Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation in Tanzania (CCBRT) is a multifaceted organisation which provides a wide range 

of services ranging from community based rehabilitation, legal aid, and specialised preventative and curative medical services. 

CCBRT seeks to prevent disability where possible, and improve the quality of life for children and adults with disabilities. The Car-

penters Kids (CK) programme has recognised CCBRT as a valuable resource and has started to work with CCBRT to improve the 

lives of Carpenters Kids who have been born with disabilities or have had their health compromised through accidents in their vil-

lages. The CCBRT organisation runs a Hospital in Dar es Salaam specifically for sick children or children who need corrective sur-

gery.  It is staffed by missionary Doctors, primarily from Germany, and well-trained Tanzanian staff. They are quality people and the 

Hospital provides a good service.  So far the CK programme has sent a boy, Joshua*, who has had an eye condition and skin prob-

lems; and his twin sister Joyce*, who has had skin problems and a growth in her respiratory system; Neema and Makanda, who both 

had cleft palates, one of which was a bilateral cleft palate; and our most recent case, Baraka*. Baraka is a 10 year Carpenterôs Kid 

from Babayu Parish who was born with severe cleft lip.  On a visit to Babayu parish last year, Rev. Pat Grace met Baraka and knew 

that her church, St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church in Atlanta could help. Prior to Rev. Graceôs visit, the 

children of St Lukeôs Vacation Bible School decided they wanted to raise money to support The Car-

penterôs Kids program. When Rev. Grace saw Baraka, she immediately agreed that the funds from the children of her church 

could be used to help a child here in the DCT. The money the children raised covered all of the costs associated with the opera-

tion as well as travel for Baraka and his father to and from Dar es Salaam and their accommodation for a week to allow time for 

Barakaôs recovery. A week after the surgery Baraka and his father returned to the Dodoma region to see the CK staff.  We were 

all amazed by the transformation that had occurred. Baraka was shown the above óbefore pictureô and was given a mirror to see 

the change for himself. He had never seen himself in a mirror before and kept looking at himself in the mirror and the picture of 

what he looked like before. He was astonished to say the least. We say ñwell doneò to the Watoto (children) of St. Lukeôs Vaca-

tion Bible School! You have changed a boyôs life in a way which will help him be more accepted by his friends and improve his 

quality of life.   * Names have been changed to protect the privacy of the children featured in the article 

Baraka* before 

surgery  

Baraka* a week after 

surgery  

English Kiswahili  

Hello Hujambo 

Whatôs Up? Mambo? 

Thank you Asante 

See you later! Tutaonana! 

Goodbye Kwaheri 

Callum studying with Mai, one of 

the teachers  

Scott and his wife Nikki being 

taught by Kiobya  



Kwaheri Sarah! Tutaonana Tena! (Goodbye Sarah! Weõll see you again!) 

Sarah Dailey, our International Communications Development and Management Advisor, returned home to the Diocese of 
Atlanta at the beginning of April after working for The Carpenterôs Kids program since August 2008. We will miss her a great 
deal, but we wish her all the best as she begins the next phase in her life. We look forward to welcoming her back to the Dio-
cese of Central Tanganyika on a future Diocese of Atlanta pilgrimage. Karibu Tena, Sarah!  
 
Farewell from Sarah: 

After eight months serving with The Carpenterôs Kids program, the time has come for 
me to pack my bags and return home. Upon coming to Tanzania I knew that I was in 
for quite the experience, but I donôt think I realized how wonderful and precious this 
time would be. I feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity to work for such a great 
organization; to witness the successes and share in the work of each day. There is 
an old African proverb which states, ñSeeing is different than being toldò, and my ex-
perience has proven this true. We hear about Africa and the struggles and hardships 
of daily life in this country; we see infomercials featuring malnourished children with 
flies in their eyes. But we do not really know what it is like. I have seen what it is like, 
but I have also seen the impact that The Carpenterôs Kids program can have in the 
lives of these children. As my colleagues may testify, the office was not my favorite 

place. Despite this, however, I wouldnôt trade a minute of the time I spent dealing with 
frustrating computer issues while trying to find some relief from the heat of the crowded 
office! To me, the trials and tribulations of each day were insignificant in comparison to 
even the smallest triumphs. I hope that in my time here I have made some contribution 
to the work of this program, as there is no doubt to the substantiality of its impact on me.  
 
There are many people I have to thank and without whose help I would not have had 
this opportunity. First to my parents, for their constant support, financial and otherwise! 
They have been behind me 100% and I feel so fortunate to have them. To Bishop Mdimi 
Mhogolo, for his gracious invitation to serve with him in the Diocese of Central Tangany-
ika; To Bishop Neil Alexander of the Diocese of Atlanta for providing me with my first 
contacts in Tanzania; to Magi Griffin for her wonderful work in DCT and for being a constant source of guidance and support; 
to Pastor Noah for his strong leadership of The Carpenterôs Kids program; to my fellow colleagues for allowing me the pleas-
ure of working with them each and every day; to Elizabeth Boe for being a wonderful friend and constant companion. I donôt 
know what I would have done without you, and I will miss you! To Bishop Roskam, Lauren Salminen, and Lila Botero for their 
dedication and assistance to the program through the Episcopal Diocese of New York; to Brian Atkins, for the knowledge 
and experience he brings to our organization; to Miriam Plume, for her two years of hard work ï she was a hard act to follow! 
And finally, thanks goes to our 4,676 Carpenterôs Kids for granting me the joy of their smiles and the opportunity to experi-
ence ï even just for a while ï the lives they lead each day.  
 

As my departure grows ever nearer, I find myself with mixed emotions about going home. Excite-
ment at seeing friends and family, joy for the wonderful experience Iôve been so fortunate to have, 
sadness at leaving so many great friends behind, and uncertainty for what lies ahead. I had been 
told that after coming to Africa that it would be a part of me forever, and it is not until now that I 
realize this it true. Tanzania has made itself a permanent place in my heart, and I will cherish the 
time I have spent here. I have no doubt that I will return in the near future, and I hope that time 
isnôt too far away. It will not be easy to leave this place or the people who have become like family, 
and I will miss it. While my thousands of photos and blog entries will help me to remember the de-
tails that I may forget over time, I will never forget the kindness and hospitality of the Tanzanian 
people, the smiles and laughs of our Carpenterôs Kids, or the stunning beauty and rugged appeal 
of this place. I leave here with a full heart and fond memories of all I have done and seen, and with 
the knowledge that I have been forever changed. Thank you to everyone who was a part of this 
wonderful journey.  
 

Sarah with Carpenterõs Kids at 

Ntyuka parish.  

Sarah sharing her passion for 

photography with some Carpen-

terõs Kids. 

Sarah modeling the 

Carpenterõs Kids back-

pack at Makole Parish  



 

 

Friends from Colorado  

Rev. Patrick Ward arrived in Dodoma on the 15th of April. His first adventure involved a 2hr dirt road journey 

through beautiful landscape and rolling hills to the Parish of Izava where we were given a warm welcome with 

singing and dancing, starting approx 1 km before the village.  After a morning tea break in the Priestôs house 

the Parishôs choirs and performance groups amazed us with their routines. While 

we were being entertained by the choirs and performance groups we quickly real-

ised that Rev. Patrick was a bit of a dancer himself and the crowd loved it!  After 

gifts were exchanged and an inspirational talk by Rev. Patrick, we had lunch with 

all the Carpenterôs Kids, committee members and village elders. The next day we 

visited Nghonhongha village for a Carpenterôs Kids distribution of school uniforms, 

school supplies, shoes, socks and soap, and more gifts brought by Rev. Patrick.  

Rev Patrick and the CK Team returned to Nghonhongha the following day for their church service which had to be held 

outside the church due to the large number of people that were in attendance. Rev. Patrick was in charge of delivering the 

sermon that day and he elicited such a response that the people of the Parish decided to give him a Gogo name (Gogo is 

a local tribe). They named Rev. Patrick óMadimoô which means shepherd. It was a pleasure having him around. We hope 

that Rev. Patrick enjoyed his time here as much as we enjoyed having him. Karibu Tena Madimo! 

Rev. Patrick Ward Returns to DCT for Third Visit  

Patrick with the past & pre-
sent priest of Isava  

 
The friends from Colorado; Steve, Buck, Rick, Scott and Darryl, arrived in Dodoma on Saturday the 18th April and 

hit the ground running.  The same day that they arrived they travelled the bumpy roads of Dodoma to Chadulu 

Parish where they visited 100 Carpenterôs Kids.  The Friends support an extra 50 Kids in Chadulu on top of the 50 

supported by St. Marthaôs in the Bronx.  It was a jubilant occasion where they were welcomed by excited children, 

vibrant choirs and womenôs dance groups.  What was most remarkable was the dance routine performed by the 

Friends alongside the Uwaki womenôs group. The guys really know how to 

move and boogy! The next day the Friends visited Chilonwa Parish, 

which is one of their link parishes. They attended the village church ser-

vice which had to be held outside as the church was unable to hold the 

1200 people that turned up to worship that day.  Again the Friends were welcomed by vibrant choirs per-

forming both traditional and more modern music. They were presented with gifts; a zeze (small violin like 

instrument), a shuka (a Massai tribal blanket) and Kitanges (beautiful material) for their wives.  The Friends 

returned to Chilonwa the next day where they visited the villageôs medical dispensary, water pump, primary and 

secondary schools.  While at the primary school they were able to see the breakfast of Uji (similar to porridge), 

being made for the Carpenterôs Kids.  They taught the kids how to ñhigh fiveò and the kids taught them ónipe 

tanoô (ógive me fiveô- a process by which two closed fists are connected).  The next day the Friends visited Mwiti-

kira, where they treated the Carpenterôs Kids to lunch, and on the final day they visited Hombolo Mleche, also a 

link parish, where they had a game of Bao with the village elders.  While at Hombolo Mleche they visited the pri-

mary school, followed by lunch in a Carpenterôs Kidôs house. In each of their village visits, the friends very gener-

ously planted a tree and gave gifts including solar torches, sweaters, t-shirts and more. The Friends from Colo-

rado had a gruelling schedule but still managed to engage in high energy routines whenever there was dancing. 

And thanks to Steve, there are hundreds of children ówoohooingô their way through school. Thanks to all the 

Friends for such an enriching visit. 

Steve, Scott, Darell, Rick & 

Buck wearing their Shukas  

Darryl, Steve, Rick & Scott in 

one of their dance routines  

Buck interacting with the 

kids in Mleche  

Patrick jamming on a 

zeze (small violin like 

instrument)  

 
 
 

Wageni Wengi Wameshafika! (Many Visitors Have Come!)  

 
April, May, and June have been very exciting for us at the Carpenterôs Kids head office as we have had many visitors from the United States. Rev. 

Patrick Ward (EDNY) arrived on April 15th, the óFriends from Coloradoô (Buck Blanchard, Darryl Muir, Rick Coe, Scott Revare & Steve Walsh) ar-

rived on April 18th from various states across the United States, and Virginians Suzanne Johnson, Roger Whitfield and Amy Millican arrived April 

24th. Suzanne and Roger returned in June with fellow Virginians Cindy and Si Wofford, Natalie Davis and Caroline Gottwald. The CK team thor-

oughly enjoys receiving visitors. The following articles give a brief summary of our friendsô visits to the DCT. Karibuni tena!  



 

Virginians Suzanne Johnson, Roger Whitfield and Amy Millican arrived in Dodoma on Friday, April 24th after a tiring two 
days of travel, excited to be in Tanzania. For Suzanne and Roger, members of St. Paulôs Episcopal Church in Richmond, 
VA, the trip was an opportunity to reconnect with old friends at their link parish of Mwitikira. For Amy, a first-time visitor to 
Tanzania, her visit to the Diocese of Central Tanganyika was a part of discerning her call to work in Africa. Suzanne and 
Amy taught English at Mwitikira Primary School and worked with the teachers on improving their English. Roger was work-
ing on installing a water pump in Mwitikira which involved him spending time meeting with people in Dodoma city as well as 
in Mwitikira, researching and pricing suitable water pumps.  On Sunday April the 26th Roger, Suzanne and Amy went to the 
Mwitikira church service for their welcome home ceremony where they worshiped with friends old and new.  
  

Whilst in the Dodoma, Amy and Suzanne journeyed to meet Bishop John Lupaa in Manyoni, which is the seat of the Dio-
cese of the Rift Valley. Manyoni is about two and a half hours by road, traveling north up into the Rift Valley. The purpose of 
their visit was to explore the possibility for Amy to work within the Diocese of the Rift Valley.   

 

Suzanne, Amy, and Roger departed Tanzania on the 12th of May, but not for long. Suzanne and Roger returned to Tanzania 
on early June.  Later Suzanne was able to welcome fellow parishioners from St. Paulôs in Richmond - Cindy and Si Wofford, and Natalie Davis.  After 
traveling from Dar and a brief over night in Dodoma, they went to Mwitikira for the week to teach English.  They took part in a Carpenterôs Kids distribu-
tion in the parishes of Huzi and Manda, and they were then joined by Suzanneôs daughter, Doctor Rebecca Johnson, who had recently arrived in Do-
doma. Cindy, Si, Natalie and Suzanne spent the next week in Mwitikira teaching English while Rebecca spent the week in Mwitikiraôs local medical 
dispensary.  
 

On June 21st the group went to Rev. Masimaôs (the CK Director) church in Chadulu Parish, and the following day Suzanne, Cindy, Si, and Rebecca 
toured the Dodoma Regionôs local medical facilities. The group departed for Zanzibar Tuesday the 23rd for a well deserved break before Cindy, Si and 
Natalie returned to the States.   
 

Suzanne however cannot stay away! She returned from Zanzibar to pick up Amy Millican and Tanzania first-timer Caroline Gottwald and headed back 
to the Dodoma region.  Suzanne and Caroline went to Mwitikira to teach English while Amy headed to Manyoni for the Diocese of the Rift Valley 

Synod.  
 

The water system at Mwitikira was always going to be a Special Project with a huge challenge. Roger Whitfield returned 

from Richmond Virginia determined to see its successful completion. An unplanned twelve days 

were spent in Dar es Salaam fighting to get the water pump that St Paulôs donated to Mwitikira 

out of Customs.  After great perseverance and patience on Rogerôs part, the water pump finally 

cleared customs and made it to Mwitikira. We are thrilled to tell you that Mwitikira now has a 

fully functioning water pump, something that will greatly aid famine relief in the area. We look 

forward to welcoming Suzanne, Roger and other visitors back in September.  It is incredible to 

see their commitment to the Carpenterôs Kids and Mwitikira. They are positively affecting hun-

dreds of lives in the Dodoma Region and stand as a remarkable example of the involvement 

that a link parish in the States can have with their link parish in Dodoma.  It has been an abso-

lute pleasure. Karibuni Tena! 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Mmoti Sudayi, Senior Program Administrator  

Diocese of Virginia Visit to DCT  

 
Mmoti Sudayi is the longest-serving member of The Carpenterôs Kids (CK) staff. Mmoti joined the Carpenter Kidôs 

program when the program first started in November 2005. Mmotiôs educational background is in Business Admini-

stration and he was previously employed within the Diocese at Canon Andrea Mwaka Primary School and Tunajali 

(an HIV/AID home based care program). Mmoti has played an invaluable role within the Carpenters' Kids program 

over the years and has held the position of Program Administrator.  In this role 

Mmoti has worked with the Carpenterôs Kids finances, health care, and communica-

tions, as well as traveling out to the Carpenterôs Kids Parishes to measure the chil-

dren for uniforms and to take their profile pictures. Mmoti is a versatile member of 

the CK Team. He enjoys working for CK because ñyou can see the hand of God 

directly working in the CK programò. Mmoti thinks the program is special because, 

unlike other programs in Dodoma, a genuine partnership can be formed between the US parish and its link parish in 

Dodoma. Mmoti is married and has a cute 13 month old daughter and in his free time likes to listen to music, watch 

movies and soccer (his favorite team is Manchester United).  Mmoti plans on furthering his education this year, which 

involves pursuing a Masters qualification in Marketing Management. Sadly, this means Mmoti will be leaving CK to 

embark on his studies at the end of August. Mmoti says that after he leaves he will keep in touch with the friends he 

has made in CK and will continue to pray for the program. You will be dearly missed Mmoti. 

Mmoti getting into the 

Easter Spirit  

Mmoti the happy 

worker!  

Suzanne & a new 

CK in Mkoyo  

Roger and friends 

in Mwitikira  
Amy helping distrib-

ute shoes in Chahwa  


